
 
 

DIOCESE OF TUCSON – LATEST DIRECTIVES FROM BISHOP WEISENBURGER 
regarding Gov. Doucey’s Executive Order  

March 31, 2020 
 

Dear Father or Deacon, 
 
I have two important matters to address which are quickly unfolding. 
 
First, some of you are probably aware that Governor Ducey has issued an Executive Order in an 
effort to encourage people to self-isolate more aggressively at home, not only for their own protection 
but for the good of the greater community. I believe we need to cooperate with Governor Ducey’s 
Order, not only as it is written but also with the spirit of deep concern for our people which I believe 
motivated the Order. 
 
I am pleased to note that based upon a quick reading of the Executive Order, I do not sense that it 
states that we must close churches entirely or eliminate Confessions or Adoration as currently being 
undertaken in some of our parishes outdoors, and practicing substantial “social distancing.” However, 
I would note that now is certainly not the time to expand or extend ministries that involve any kind of 
gatherings other than those where the congregants remain in their cars. To date you have all been 
compliant on these critical protocols and I ask that you continue to hold the line. The frustration this 
situation has caused a great many of our faithful and certainly you, the good and virtuous clergy of 
our Diocese, is no small matter. Again, I remain deeply grateful for the good work you have done and 
are doing.  
 
Second, there appears to be some confusion as I continue to receive requests for delegation for 
priests to Confirm at this year’s Easter Vigil. Fathers, due to the pandemic and restrictions on 
gatherings, there will be no Easter Vigil involving congregations—which includes no baptisms or 
receptions into the Church. I believe many dioceses are discouraging Easter vigil Masses entirely and 
suggesting that their pastors focus on Easter Sunday liturgies—which might be good advice to follow 
but I leave the issue of Easter Vigil Masses to local pastors to decide. Nevertheless, baptisms and 
receptions into the Church will need to be rescheduled for a later date.  I strongly suggest that you 
consider the Feast of Pentecost, May 31st, for Baptisms/Receptions into the Church, and the feast of 
Corpus Christi for First Holy Communions.   
 
I am truly sorry that this will undoubtedly disappoint some of our good people who have journeyed 
faithfully in the R.C.I.A. and are anxious to become full members of the Church. However, no other 
option is currently available.  
 
I am grateful for your understanding of these issues. May God bless you abundantly. 
 
In Christ, 
 
+Edward J. Weisenburger 
Bishop of Tucson 
 

 

 


