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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your family to our Religious Education 
Program at Our Lady of Grace Parish.  Thank you for the trust and confidence you place in us.  
The education of our children in the Catholic faith is of very great importance and the Religious 
Education Program at Our Lady of Grace Parish helps to nurture and encourage your children to 
know their faith and love it.  Together, we are partners with you in educating your children in 
the Catholic faith. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that parents have the primary responsibility for 
educating their children in the Catholic faith.  Our parish offers Religious Education classes and 
other program to aid and support families in the task of educating their children in the Catholic 
faith.  Our Religious Education Program communicates information and provide experiences for 
celebrating the sacraments, however the practice and example of your living out the faith is of 
equal importance. Children need to see a connection between what they learn in class and 
what they experience at home.  Be assured that we are available to assist you in whatever way 
we can.  We ask for your active participation in the formation process by living your faith daily 
by good example and by joining the parish community each Sunday for the celebration of Mass 
and the other sacraments.  This is absolutely essential.   

Children learn by what they see and hear.  As parents/guardians we need to live our lives as an 
example through our own words and actions that Jesus Christ is truly the Lord and Savior of our 
lives.  He must take priority over everything else.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:33, “But seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be given beside you.”  Put 
first things first and focus on and seek Jesus.  We must seek Christ in our lives and direct our 
efforts towards knowing, loving and serving Him.  When we put Him first, He will fill our hearts 
with profound joy, peace and love. Who doesn’t want that for themselves and their children?   

In these next months, let us support and pray for one another.  Please take time to get to know 
the catechists and assistants who have graciously volunteered to serve in our Religious 
Education Program.  They are committed people who have a great love of God, the Church, and 
our parish.  Do what you can to assist them as they teach your children.  Encourage your 
children to be grateful to these men, women, and youth who are serving them so freely and 
lovingly.   

Truly yours in Christ, 
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to Our Lady of Grace Religious Education Program!  Working together, with our 
catechetical team and parish family, we hope to bring you and your children into a deep 
awareness of God’s enduring presence and love for us.  I believe the volunteers from our parish 
who have come forward to share their faith with our children comprise a dedicated and 
devoted team which exemplify Christ’s command to love and serve one another! 

The task of teaching a child about the faith is an awesome responsibility and takes many people 
working together.  As parents, you are the first teachers of your child and the most important 
ones.  At an early age, your child learned intuitively about God, by watching you pray and go to 
Mass.  Your children have learned about charity and forgiveness by experiencing it from you.  
These early encounters of faith in the home and family provided the context for them to learn 
about the love and mercy of God.  So, being the best teachers for your child’s faith 
development means that you practice your faith; pray at home, go to Mass every Sunday and 
make your home a place where love and forgiveness abound.   

In our faith, we are also called to be a community which provides the nurturing environment, 
support and opportunity to become Church; the Body of Christ on Earth!  As your children begin 
this program year, we hope they too, become activity participants in our faith community 
which is the parish family of Our Lady of Grace.  Through a variety of activities from joining the 
Mass, singing, service and family catechesis we will build a strong connection for all members of 
our parish of every age! 

We have chosen and designed Catholic based curriculums which we hope will instill a desire in 
each of our student to know Jesus and to love and serve Him as young Catholic Christians.  In 
addition, we want to inspire them as they journey in their relationship with Christ and fulfill the 
mission to which they are and will be called.   

Thank you for the faith foundation you have given to your children and for allowing us the 
opportunity to join with you in teaching and sharing our Catholic faith.  I am looking forward to 
working with you and getting to know each of your families through the coming year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

4 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to the Our Lady of Grace Religious Education Program for Faith Formation of the 
children and youth of Our Lady of Grace Parish.  It is our hope that this Parent Handbook will 
serve as a guide and reference regarding various aspects of our program. 

 
HOW TO REACH OUR STAFF 

Parish Office: 520-568-4605 
Fax:  520-568-0861 
Website:  www.OurLadyofGraceChurch.org 
Email: religioused@maricopacatholic.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parish Office Location:  18700 North Saint Gabriel Way, Maricopa AZ  85138 
Religious Ed Classes Location:  Heritage Academy, 45012 W. Honeycutt Ave, Maricopa, AZ  85139 
 
Class Times: 
Pre-Confirmation, Confirmation I & II   Mondays   6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Kindergarten     Tuesdays 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
First Communion Prep II, Catechism  Tuesdays   6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
First Communion Prep I, Catechism  Wednesdays 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Adult Confirmation (English/Spanish)        Tuesdays    7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.                                                                                         
RCIA       Mondays 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.                                                                                         

 
 

Ann Maidman 
 

Director of Religious Education 
amaidman@maricopacatholic.org 
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PARENTS BAPTISMAL PROMISE 
(Excerpt from the Rite of Baptism) 

Priest:  “You have asked to have your child baptized.  In doing so, you are accepting the 
responsibility of training him/her in the practice of the faith. It will be your duty to bring 
him/her up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by love God and our neighbor.  
Do you understand what you are doing? 

Parents:  “We do.” 

 

 

 

 

 

(Excerpt from the Rite of Baptism) 

Priest:  “Dear parents/godparents:  You have come here to present this child for baptism.  By 
water and the Holy Spirit he/she is to receive the gift of new life from God, who is love. 

On your part, you must make it your constant care to bring him/her up in the practice of the 
faith.  See that the divine life which God gives him/her is kept safe from the poison of sin, to 
grow always stronger in his/her heart. 

If your faith make you ready to accept this responsibility, renew now the vows of your own 
baptism.  Reject sin; profess your faith in Christ Jesus.  This is the faith of the Church.  This is 
the faith in which this child is about to be baptized.” 
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FAITH FORMATION MISSION STATEMENT 
The Religious Education Programs of Our Lady of Grace Parish are attentive to the spiritual 
formation of all members of the parish faith community.  At every level, we focus on catechesis, 
fellowship, service and prayer.  As a parish we welcome the people of God; we fulfill our 
baptismal promise to teach about God in the Catholic tradition; we encourage our community 
to live the Gospel in service to one another; and we celebrate together in prayer and sacrament.  
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church believes that a lifelong faith formation is essential to grow 
in love and service of our Lord, Jesus Christ.   

We welcome and encourage all families; children, teens and adults to grow in knowledge of 
Jesus and the holy, Catholic Church by participating in a wide variety of programs designed to 
deepen our faith and spirituality.   

With lives centered on the Mass and sacraments, we find unity when we recognize Christ 
alive in the hearts and minds of all who are called to witness the Gospel. 

PROGRAM GOAL 
Our goal is to provide an opportunity for nurturing and forming our parishioners of all ages, in 
the teachings of Christ our Lord, through the study of Scripture, the Catholic Catechism, 
traditions of the church and specially selected programs designed for religious education of our 
young people.  

Catechesis (Religious Education) is the process of communicating the beliefs, values, and 
practices, which contribute to the formation of Catholic Christians.  It is the passing on from 
one generation to the next, the faith that has come down to us from the apostles and the way 
of life to which that faith call us. 

The aim of the Religious Education Program at Our Lady of Grace is: 

 To teach students Catholic beliefs and how to live as a Catholic Christian. 
 To involve students in the life of the parish in worship, service and community. 
 To assist parents/guardians in imparting the life giving Catholic faith to their children. 
 To encourage parents/guardians to continue their Catechesis and faith development 

through involvement in the life of the parish. 
 To encourage all adults to continue their on-going catechesis and faith development as 

members of the parish community. 
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PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 

Key Principles of the Faith Formation Program at Our Lady of Grace 

1.  We believe that the purpose of our catechetical ministry is to proclaim authentically 
and fully the message of Jesus, to foster an understanding of and build community in 
all areas of life, and to encourage service to each other for the good of all. 
 

2. We believe that faith formation is a lifelong process of entering into a relationship 
with the Holy Trinity through the intercession of our Blessed Mother. 
 

3. We believe that parents are the first and foremost teachers of their children in the 
ways of faith.  It is essential that parents are involved in this educational process. 
 

4. We believe that with your cooperation, such as attending parent meetings, celebrating 
the Eucharist and the Sacraments together, and reinforcing Christian values in your 
homes, we can help you help your child grow in their faith as they journey with you. 
 

5. We encourage our families to recognize God’s unconditional love, compassion and 
forgiveness. 
 

6. We recognize Christ alive in the hearts and minds of all who are called to witness the 
Gospel through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

7. We must model our faith in attitude and service to others so that our children learn 
what we live. 

8. Respect is essential for success.  We want to be successful, therefore, respect for self, 
our families, catechists, each other and our property is expected. 
 

9. Sunday Liturgy is the source and summit of the life of any Catholic parish.  It is 
foundational that we gather at the Altar each week to celebrate the Eucharist along with 
our community.  Mass is not an optional choice but rather a grace filled opportunity to 
join with our brothers and sisters in worshipping God the Father, Jesus the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

RE Family Mass 
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In order to support this mission and goals, we promise to:  

*Catechize young people and adults toward maturity in the Catholic faith through a curriculum 
that emphasizes understanding, reflection, and transformation and equips parents as the 
primary educators with the knowledge to continue that teaching at home.  

*Communicate through our webpage, e-mail, newsletter, phone call, and mailing as needed.  
We ask that you communicate your concerns and questions with the religious education staff 
and respond to such correspondences in a timely fashion.  

*Evangelize through word and witness the Good News of the Gospel to young people and 
adults by inviting them into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and encourage ongoing 
witness of the faith community.   

*Guide (Justice & Service in the community life) young people and adults in the development of 
a social consciousness and a commitment to a life of justice and service grounded in their faith 
in Jesus Christ, in the scriptures, and in Catholic social teaching; create meaningful relationships 
between youth and adults characterized by Gospel values; help young people feel like a valued 
part of the church community and provide opportunities for social interaction and meaningful 
participation in the life of the church and civic community.  

*Involve (Liturgy & Sacraments) adults, young people and their families in the sacramental life 
of the Church by assisting them with a variety of communal prayer and worship opportunities 
for spiritual development and a personal prayer life to celebrate their relationship with Jesus in 
a caring Catholic community.  

*Empower (Leadership) leadership by recruiting, training, and supporting youth, adult leaders, 
and catechists; develop a leadership team (Religious Education) of youth, adults, and pastoral 
staff to organize and support parish ministry and partner with families in promoting positive 
youth development and faith growth.  

*Care  (Pastoral Care & Guidance) for parishioners in need through support, counseling, and 
referral to appropriate community agencies; provide guidance as youth and adults face life 
decisions and make moral choices and promote positive youth and family development through 
a variety of strategies. 

  

 

 

 

 

 Religious Education Classes 
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ROLE OF THE PARENTS/GUARDIANS 
Parents/guardians have the primary and sacred responsibility to educate their children in the 
faith.  Our Religious Education Program at Our Lady of Grace is established to assist our 
parents/guardians in this responsibility.  It is essential to the child’s growth and development in 
the Catholic Faith that parents/guardians live the life of faith in the home.  The effectiveness of 
the religious education process radically depends upon this.   

In our religious education classes, children are taught that celebrating the Eucharist on Sunday 
in our local parish as a faith community is an essential part of being Catholic.  With that said, 
children must attend weekly Sunday (Saturday evening Vigil) Mass with the support of their 
parents/guardians.  It is obvious that the values of parents/guardians become the values of 
their children. Children receive a “mixed message,” which causes inner conflict, when what is 
taught by the Church is not experienced by them in their family.   

The Religious Education Program assists parents in their God-given role as educator of the Faith 
by: 

 Providing the truth of the Roman Catholic Faith as handed down by Jesus Christ 
through Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, the Magisterium, and the Church Fathers. 

 Providing weekly religious education classes for children. 

It is of utmost importance that children are given the opportunity for weekly attendance at 
Holy Mass and frequent participation in the Sacrament of Confession.  It is difficult for children 
to grasp what they are being taught about the Sacraments if they do not experience the 
Sacramental life first hand.  

 

 

 

ROLE OF THE STUDENT 
Students should be punctual and prepared for class.  They should arrive no earlier than 10 
minutes prior to the start of class time.  Students should meet their teachers and class in the 
classroom and be mindful that they are in a sacred space.   

Students are reminded that there is no food, drink, nor gum permitted in the school.  Several 
student have life-threatening allergies which may be triggered by even minute residues of 
allergens.   

Students are reminded that all property and possessions found in the classroom are to be left 
untouched.  Students should never go through the materials inside the desks at which they sit 
or Religious Education classes.   
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ROLE OF THE CATECHIST (TEACHER) 
The catechists in our Religious Education Program are volunteers.  They prepare weekly lesson 
plans, attend monthly meetings and training, and take religious formation classes.  The Diocese 
of Tucson and Our Lady of Grace strongly encourages certification of all catechists.  
Opportunities for certification are provided and all catechists are urged to participate in order 
to, not only adequately understand the teachings of our Church, but also to share the faith with 
our children. 

The Parent/Catechist Partnership 

Parents are the principal and first educators of their children (CCC 1653).  The home is where a 
child should first experience the Catholic faith.  The parish Religious Education Program aims to 
work in partnership with parents, in order to assist them in living their vocation of their 
children.  The Religious Education Program should complement, not replace, the catechesis that 
children should receive in the home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROLE OF THE DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (DRE) 
The DRE of the parish Religious Education Program: 

 Is responsible for the development, implementation, and administration of the program 
in accordance with the Guidelines of the Diocese of Tucson and Our Lady of Grace. 

 Has the responsibility of implementing the principle of civil law concerning the safety of 
students in accordance with the State of Arizona, Diocese of Tucson and Our Lady of 
Grace.  

 Is required to provide catechesis for all students of the parish, including those who have 
physical, emotional, mental, or learning disabilities.  The Church is responsible to 
nourish the faith of the baptized person to the degree that the individual is capable of 
growth. 

 

Mrs. Tammy Dill’s  
RE Classes 
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
The Image of God Series (Ignatius Press) is used for 
Kindergarten, and the Faith and Life Series for the first through 
sixth grades (Ignatius Press). 

 

 

Our seventh and eighth grade students who are preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation 
are using Chosen, prepared by Ignatius Press which consists of lively texts and a superb series of 
videos. 

 

 

 

The Sacramental preparation programs are supplemented by the St. Joseph Catechism and 
other material. 

 

Sacramental Preparation:   

1. Parent(s) or guardian(s) must be registered members of Our Lady of Grace parish.  
2. Prior to entering Confirmation, students must have been enrolled in religious education 

classes one year prior to beginning the Confirmation sacramental preparation. Students 
may enter First Communion Prep Year 1 without prior religious education classes. 

3. At least one parent or guardian must attend Parent Meetings, including Orientation. 
4. Parent(s) or guardian(s) must work with the child in the home with any required work 

and help the child to memorize the required prayers.  
5. No sacraments will be forced upon or refused to those suitable prepared for them.  If a 

parent or the pastor determines that a child is not ready, they will be invited again each 
year to celebrate the sacrament, and suitable preparation will be provided.  
 

The reception of the sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation are an 
important part of your child's initiation into the Catholic Church.  They are beautiful expressions 
of faith, and not to be entered into routinely.  Your involvement as a parent or guardian is of 
special importance in helping to prepare your child to receive these sacraments and in 
continuing your child's involvement in learning about their faith. 

 

 

Kindergarten Grades 1-6 

Confirmation 
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FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION 
 

First Communion I (1st Year) – (Book: Our Heavenly Father).  The students are introduced 
to the Holy Trinity through studying the development of salvation history and presentations of 
God the Father, the life of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Students are also introduced to God’s plan 
and their participation in God’s family, which includes Mary, the angels and saints.  Emphasis of 
the curriculum is for students to grow to know, love and trust God. 

Required Prayers (in English):  The Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be 

First Communion II (2nd Year) – (Book: Jesus Our Life). Students are prepared for the 
Sacraments of Penance and First Holy Communion through studying the development of 
salvation history.  As students learn about God’s plan of love and mercy, they begin to 
understand that these sacraments are God’s gift to us and that they, too, are part of God’s 
loving plan.  Special emphasis is given to preparation for and reception of these sacraments as 
well as learning about the Mass.  

Required Prayers (in English):  The Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Apostle’s 
Creed, Act of Contrition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First Holy Communion Mass 
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CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 

 
Confirmation I (1st Year) – (NOTE: Any child wishing to enter the Confirmation Program must have 
a full year of religious education classes prior to entering the first year of Confirmation.)  

Chosen Confirmation Program:  It is a two year program.  Students learn about God’s loving gift 
of revelation through creation, the prophets, the Incarnation and the Church. Grace is 
understood as being central to our relationship with God because it unites us with Him and 
allows us to share in His eternal life.  We place special on the role of grace in the seven 
sacraments and in developing the virtues as well as Theology of the Body. 

Required Prayers (in English):  The Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Apostle’s 
Creed, Act of Contrition, Ten Commandments 

Additional Requirements:  20 Service Hours; Saint Paper 

Confirmation II (2nd Year) – This is a continuation of Confirmation I.  In addition to the 
above, preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation will include a Confirmation Retreat in 
which we focus on evangelization and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and the mission Christ calls us 
to in their journey of faith. 

Required Prayers (in English):  The Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Apostle’s 
Creed, Act of Contrition, Ten Commandments 

Additional Requirements:  20 Service Hours, Saint Paper; Sponsor paperwork; Letter to the 
Bishop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast with Santa 

Trunk or Treat 

Feed My Starving Children 

Altar Servers 
RE Students Confirmation Retreat 

Confirmation Program 
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Continuity of Religious Formation 

Faith, like Religious Education, is a lifelong process.  It does not end after 
the child receives First Holy Communion.  Every child is expected to 
faithfully participate in each grade without skipping any grade.  You know 
that all of life’s success is built on the learning that preceded it.  Similarly, 
our program is designed to build on and deepen that teachings of the 
previous grade.  In the event of a missed or skipped grade, we will work 
with you to help bring the child up to the proper grade level. 

 

Non-Sacramental Catechesis  (Grades 3-6 who have received First Communion) 
Pre-Confirmation (Grade 6 through HS)  – (Book: The Life of Grace).  Students learn about their 
Christian life of love, the law of God, their human frailty in following that law and means that 
God gives them to follow His law especially through graces received in the Holy Mass.  By 
focusing the study of salvation history on typology in the Passover Feast and the Last Supper, 
the students are brought to a deeper understanding of the Eucharist.  The Pre-Confirmation 
curriculum concludes with a study of the last things in light of God’s mercy and our hope for 
heaven and prepares them for entering the Confirmation Program.  Prerequisite Class to 
Confirmation Program. 

Required Prayers (in English):  The Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Apostle’s 
Creed, Act of Contrition, Ten Commandments 

Additional Requirements:  10 Service Hours; Saint Paper 

Grade 3 – (Book: Our Life with Jesus).  Through studying the development of salvation history, 
students become immersed in the life of Jesus and develop a deeper understanding God’s 
loving plan and of how they are a part of His plan. Special emphasis on the importance of 
Confession, Communion and the Mass.   

Required Prayers (in English):  The Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Apostle’s 
Creed, Act of Contrition, Ten Commandments 

Grade 4 – (Book: Jesus our Guide).  Through studying the development of salvation history, 
students come to a better understand of God, His plan for man and our relationship with God.  
Students develop a better understanding of their purpose and goal in life and a deeper 
appreciation for the Church as the very means that God has given us on our pilgrimage to 
heaven. 

Required Prayers (in English):  The Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Apostle’s 
Creed, Act of Contrition, Ten Commandments 
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Grade 5 – (Book:  Credo: I Believe).  Through studying the Creed and the development of 
salvation history, students are immersed in the Profession of Faith.  They develop a deeper 
understanding of each component of the Creed as it is part of salvation. 

Required Prayers (in English):  The Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Apostle’s 
Creed, Act of Contrition, Ten Commandments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Bible Camp – This is specialized form of religious education summer program 
for children in grades Kindergarten through 6th Grade.  It is a week-long program with learning 
activities appropriate for each age group.   Summer Bible Camp teaches stories in the Bible in a 
unique setting with music, crafts, games, snacks, and Bible challenges which reinforces the 
main Bible teaching of the day.  It offers a powerful and unique opportunity for sharing the 
Word of God and positively impacting the Kingdom of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE Classes learning their prayers 

Summer Bible Camp 
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Children’s Liturgy – This is a pre-school program designed as a support for parents in 
educating their three and four year old children about their Catholic Faith, values, the Mass and 
God’s love.  They accomplish this through the Gospel, stories, prayer, song, activities and crafts.  
Classes are held during the 9:30 a.m. Mass on Sundays beginning in the September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast with Santa 

Corpus Christi Procession 

RE Class learns about Saints 

Feed My Starving Children 

Confirmation Retreat  

Children’s Liturgy Art 
Children’s Liturgy  
learning to pray… 

Children’s Liturgy Program 



 
 

17 
 

Adult Formation 
 

Adult Confirmation (Evening Classes)– This program is designed 
for those adults who have been baptized in the Catholic Church, 
but have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation or First 
Communion.  There are classes in English and classes in Spanish.  
Both English and Spanish classes are held on Tuesday and begin in 
September.  Registration for these classes are held at the same 
time as regular Religious Education registration.  

 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) (Evening Classes) – is 
a communal process for formal initiation of new members into 
the Roman Catholic Church which provides adults an opportunity 
to study, explore, participate in faith sharing, and faith formation.  
It is a process in which adults undergo conversion as they study 
the Gospel, profess faith in Jesus and the Catholic Church, and 
receive the sacraments.  RCIA is designed for adults who are not 
baptized who desire to be fully initiated into the Roman Catholic 
Church and/or baptized adult Christians who desire full 
communion in the Roman Catholic Church. Classes begin in 
August. 

 

 

Adult Continuing Ed (Day and Evening Classes) – This ministry 
includes Bible Study and Continued Formation Classes for the 
adults who would like to continue learning more about the Bible 
and their Catholic Faith.  Classes vary.  Please see bulletin or 
parish website for available classes 
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FAMILY INVOLVEMENT 
Family life is an initiation into life in society (CCC #2207) 

The family is the first place a child is catechized and forms his/her vision of God.  It is 
important that parents take an active part in your child’s faith formation by  

 praying with them at home,  
 teaching them the way of the Catholic faith,  
 bringing them to Mass, and  
 bringing them to the parish for religious education.   

Parents are the model for the vision of God that children adopt and keep through most, if not 
all, of their lives.  If parents teach that God is loving and merciful, the child will learn that 
mistakes are possible and hold to a healthy visions of God throughout life.  If the family attends 
Mass regularly, the child sees the importance of having a relationship with God and with the 
parish family. 

When your child finally comes to the program, it is the purpose of Our Lady of Grace Parish to 
provide a religious education that is an extension of what you have already taught, and are 
teaching your child.  Since Religious Education meets for only 75-110 minutes (depending on 
class) each week for a specific number of weeks in the year, it would be futile to expect the 
parish to give your child a total religious education.  There is no substitute for family 
involvement on a daily basis.  We are here to aid you in the process of education your child in 
the faith. 

We do ask that you participate with your children in activities and lessons from week to week.  
This includes helping your child with prayers by praying with your child and reviewing the 
lesson with them.  This encourages our children to live out their faith. 

We have provided opportunities to live our faith through varies events sponsored by the 
Religious Education Office or our other parish ministries.  Whenever invitations go out for 
activities, committees, etc., we highly encourage our families to participate when possible.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Dedication of Our Lady of Grace 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FAMILY INVOLVEMENT AT OUR LADY OF GRACE 
 Religious Education (RE) Family Mass – (Monthly) We will have family participation in all 

aspects of our Liturgy in the form of Altar Servers, Greeters, Ushers, Gift Bearers and Lectors.  
This is a time for all our RE Families to come together to celebrate Mass as a ministry.  

 Thanksgiving Day RE Family Mass – (November) In November, our RE Family Mass will be during 
our only Mass given on Thanksgiving Day.   

 Christmas Eve RE Family Mass – (December) We have an RE Family Mass on December 24th for 
either our afternoon or evening to help celebrate the Birth of Our Lord during the Christmas 
Season.  We have some of our students dress up as Joseph and Mary, Three Kings, Animals and 
Angels.  A Christmas Reception will follow for all our RE Families. 

 May Crowning RE Family Mass – (May) The Religious Education Program celebrate May with 
traditional May Crowning honoring Mary, the Mother of God.  All RE Families are encouraged to 
attend.  All students who have received their First Communion and Confirmation in the prior 
weeks are encouraged to wear their First Communion/Confirmation dresses and suits.  Our 
students will be processing in the church and will place flowers are Our Lady’s altar.   

 Back to School BBQ – Held two weeks on a Sunday prior to classes beginning.  Students can 
meet their Teachers on this day and families can enjoy food and fun! 

 RE Tailgate Party – Held in September or October.  This is a fundraising event for Religious 
Education to help cover book costs (Faith and Life, Catechism, Bibles, etc.).  Date depends on 
Arizona Cardinals televised game schedule. Great event for the family! 

 Rosary Celebration – Held in October in Tucson.  Our RE families are encouraged to attend to 
represent Our Lady of Grace in this beautiful celebration in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary.   

 All Hollow’s Eve “ANGELS & SAINTS” Trunk or Treat Family Festival– Sponsored by the 
Religious Education Office. It is held on October 31st.  We provide an alternate option for our RE 
Families who would like to take their children trick-or-treating in a fun and safe environment.  
We will provide hot dogs, games, and more!  

 Breakfast with Santa – Held in December.  Our Confirmation students/parents are responsible 
for this event.  This is a Religious Education Fundraising Event for our Confirmation Program to 
help our students with their retreat. 

 Our Lady of Guadalupe Fiesta – This is a beautiful Fiesta that begins with festivities and a special 
Mass in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Our students have an opportunity to learn more 
about Our Lady of Guadalupe through the reenactment of St. Juan Diego when Our Lady of 
Guadalupe appeared to him.  

 Tucson Walk for Life – Begins with Mass at St. Augustine Cathedral in Tucson.  The Tucson 
March for Life has been an annual testimony to life since 1993 and the memorial of the 
anniversary of the deadly Roe vs. Wade U.S. Supreme Court decision, legalizing abortion.  The 
March will go from St. Augustine Cathedral to Holy Hope Cemetery, where a memorial service 
and Rose Ceremony is held.  This is an opportunity to become a prayerful witness to the sanctity 
of human life.  

 Corpus Christi Procession – Held annually.  The Feast of Corpus Christi is the Roman Rite 
liturgical solemnity celebrating the reality of the body and blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
in the Eucharist.  We begin with Mass.  After Mass will process to several altars in honor of the 
Precious Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  A reception follows after the procession. 

 First Friday Masses & Adoration – Held monthly on the first Friday of every month.   
 Stations of the Cross – Held during our Lenten Season. 
 Live Stations of the Cross – Held on Good Friday and sponsored by Youth Ministry Team. 
 Our Lady of Grace Parish Festival – Held in February. 
 Friday Fish Fry – Held during our Lenten Season. 
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ADMISSION POLICY 
Our Lady of Grace Parish does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, national origin, 
illness, or disability.  All medical information is strictly confidential and only people with a legal 
right to know may be granted access to it.  The placement of a student with special needs is 
determined by the Director of Religious Education after consultation with the parent and 
catechist.  These programs are developed in accordance with the Diocese of Tucson Guideline 
for students with special needs.  

SPECIAL NEEDS 
Special needs including physical disabilities, language and learning barriers should be discussed 
with the DRE and the classroom catechists.  We will make every effort to assist in addressing 
special needs in the best way possible.  Please contact the DRE if you desire to discuss an IEP- 
(Individualized Education Plan) for your child.  Our Lady of Grace Religious Education office 
follows the NCPD (National Catholic Partnership on Disability) guidelines along with the Diocese 
of Tucson in regards to the celebration of Sacraments and programming.  We offer several 
models of access and inclusion for those with special needs.   

REGISTRATION 
New Students - Registration for all Faith Formation Programs is ongoing for new families joining 
our parish or entering Religious Education for the first time at Our Lady of Grace.  New students 
must provide a Baptismal Certificate at the time of registration and must have completed the 
New Student Registration Packet. 

Students entering our program from another parish can have the previous records forwarded 
to our Religious Education Office. 

Students entering our First Communion or Confirmation Sacramental Preparation Program 
must have attended Religious Education classes for the years prior to receiving their 
sacraments.  Students will be placed in grade according to the religion class year completed, no 
necessarily academic school grade, in order to be prepared to receive their sacraments.   

All Returning Students – Must have completed the Returning Student Registration Packet.   

Registration for returning families occurs in the Spring/Summer, prior to the conclusion of our 
program year.  Re-registration forms will be available at that time.  Information and reminders 
will be on-going at the appropriate time.   

ONLINE REGISTRATION – is now available. New students can enroll without parish ID number, 
but families will be required to complete a New Parishioner Registration Form.  Online 
Registration will be complete once a payment has been made and the Baptismal Certificate has 
been provided as needed.  
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TUITION AND FEES 
  

Tuition is the responsibility of the parent/guardian. The fees are kept as reasonable as 
possible.  Tuition and Fees cover the rental of the school, books, supplies, uniform t-shirts.  
Confirmation Retreat Fee covers rental retreat facility, food for retreat, retreat t-shirts, retreat 
supplies, and stipends for Priest/Spiritual Directors outside our parish.  The Religious Education 
Program does not make any profit.  It is important and highly encouraged that our families 
make every effort to pay for their tuition and fees. However, no child will be turned away from 
Religious Education due to lack of the ability to pay the fees.  These fees are due at the time of 
registration or in full by December 31st.  Special financial arrangements may be made if there is 
a need.  We will also have an automatic payment system available.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Attendance will be recorded each week at the beginning of class.  We ask that you notify our 
Religious Education Office at 520-598-4605 in advance, if possible, if your child will be absent.  
There are NO EXCUSED absences.  An absence, whether called in or not, is still considered an 
absence.  Regular attendance is very important.  The total scheduled RE class time for the 
school year is 30 hours for our First Communion Preparation Classes/Catechism Classes on 
Tuesday and Wednesday’s and 40 hours for our Pre-Confirmation and Confirmation Preparation 
Classes.   That is less than 2 full days, so please make every effort to minimize absences and to 
get your child to class on time.  Three absence could result in your child repeating the class.  

Arrival Time 

We ask that you arrive no more than 10 minutes ahead of your class time.   An adult should 
always accompany the child into the building.   

Tardiness 

Late arrivals are discouraged as they are disruptive to the class and the learning process.  Two 
tardies will equal one absence.  Parents are encouraged to make every effort to have their 
children on time for the beginning of the class sessions. 

Continuity in Attendance 

Faith Formation is lifelong.  Children should to be enrolled in the Religious Education Program 
every year and not be removed after the celebration of a sacrament.  If a child does not attend 
the program the year prior to beginning sacrament preparation, the child may be placed in a 
review program (i.e. Pre-Confirmation) for a year prior to beginning sacrament preparation.  
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CLASS SIZE 
The goal is to maintain class size between 10-15 students.  You may wish to become a Catechist 
to help us maintain this goal; If so please call the Religious Education Office at 520-568-4605. 

CLASSROOM POLICY 
Classes in Our Lady of Grace Religious Education Program will be taught in conformity to the 
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church and in accordance with the guidelines and policies for 
Religious Education Programs within the Diocese of Tucson. 

Cell Phones 

NO IPODS OR OTHER SUCH DEVICES ARE ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM SESSIONS. WE WILL 
PROVIDE A BOX FOR THEM TO PUT THEM IN AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS AND MAY BE 
PICKED UP AFTER CLASS.  IF FOUND, PARENTS WILL NEED TO PICK UP THESE ITEMS FROM THE 
CATECHISTS AFTER THE SESSION. CELL PHONES ARE PERMITTED, BUT MAY NOT BE USED IN 
CLASS UNLESS FOR AN EMERGENCY. 

Students may use cell phones before and after class time ONLY.  Parents who need to contact 
students during class time are directed to phone the office and we will assist in communicating 
with you and your child.  Students who need to contact their parent during class time are direct 
to go the DRE at which time the DRE will contact their parent.   

Sharing Space 

It is important that the students respect the property of others.  The Religious Education 
Program shares classroom with Maricopa High School.  Everyone who uses the space must 
respect it and the other students who use it during the day.  While the RE students are in the 
classrooms they will be using the desks of the daily school children.  Nothing in the desk is to be 
touched.  RE students are supplied with pencils, crayons, etc., so there is no need to borrow or 
use anything that does not belong to them.  Any items damaged, destroyed or missing will be 
repaired or replaced at the student’s expense. 

Emergency Drills 

Fire and emergency drills will be conducted as prescribed by the Diocese of Tucson.  In addition, 
crisis safety management, intruder lock down, weather hazard or other threat will be handled 
following procedures established by Religious Education Office, should they become necessary.   

Security 

Security will be present at the main door/hallways and other areas before and during class 
times for all programs.  No student will be released without parent’s written instruction, 
personal identification or prior parent authorization. 
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DRESS CODE 
Students should be wearing their blue “Our Lady of Grace” RE t-shirt.  We ask that each 
student take particular care for modest dress observed at all times.  Students are expected to 
wear modest clothing to class.   

DRESS CODE FOR MASS 
Modesty dressed should be observed at all times. Parents and all family members should set 
the example. This applies to all our students/youth/adults.  

During our RE Family Masses, students who will be either Lectors, Ushers or are bringing up the 
gifts for Offertory will need to adhere to the Dress Code or they may not be able to serve at the 
Mass. 

Here is a guideline to help discern the appropriate dress for Mass.  The student must be 
distinguished from parishioners attending Mass.  If the student is not dress appropriately, we 
will have to find a replacements and will have an opportunity to serve at a later date. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls: 

 Be clean and presentable. 

 May wear dresses or slacks.  

 No shorts, jeans, casual sandals, t-shirts, etc. 

 Dresses must have sleeves.  

 No narrow strapped, strapless, low cut tops, 
short skirts or tight pants/skirts. 

 The neckline should be at the collar bone.   

 Hemline at the knee or longer. 

 Shoes must be closed toe. 

 No excessively ornate jewelry.  Small crosses 
and post earrings only. 

Boys: 

 Be clean and presentable. 

 Boys are required to wear dark slacks. 

 White shirt (long sleeved or short sleeved 
optional). 

 Boys must wear a tie. 

 Dress shoes. No tennis shoes, please. 

 No jewelry.  Small crosses only. 
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DISCIPLINARY POLICY 
There is a close connection between discipline and personal growth.  Our policy is based on the 
concept of respect:  respect shown when others are speaking, respect to ALL catechists and 
students alike, and respect of the materials and property used.  Good conduct, cooperation, 
attention and courtesy are expected in the classroom. We expect the best from your children 
and encourage them to act in the spirit in this and every environment they find themselves in.  
In the event of a problem, you will be contacted. 

Since good behavior, cooperation, attention and courtesy are expected from every child, the  

 1st offense will have the catechist speak privately with the student. 
o If a student’s classroom behavior is disruptive, the catechist will:  

 Not allow the disruptive situation to persist in the classroom. 
 Not embarrass the child in front of classmates 
 Enforce assigned seating, separating misbehaving students if necessary. 
 Speak to the child and try to encourage the student to change their 

behavior. 
 2nd offense the catechists will inform the DRE  

o If the student continues to be disruptive, send the student to the Director of 
Religious Education who will speak to the student. 

 3rd offense the DRE, Catechist, parents and child will have a conference about the 
situation.  

o If this attempt is not successful, the parents will be contacted and asked to work 
with their child and the catechist to have this behavior corrected. 

o If this does not work, the parent MUST accompany the student to class until the 
student’s behavior is acceptable for the classroom environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Religious Education Classes 
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DROP-OFF and DISMISSAL POLICY 
 
The following safety regulations have been formulated to ensure the safety of each student and 
will be strictly enforced: 
 
Drop Off:  Students must be accompanied by a parent and must sign in the student in the 
classroom.  Parents may not leave the student in the classroom while there in no teacher 
present.  If you are early, please wait with your child until the teacher arrives. 
 
Pick Up:  Parents should sign their child out once class is dismissed.  Please BE ON TIME to pick 
up your child.  If anyone other than the parent will pick up the child, please make sure that their 
name is on the list of those who can pick up your child. If they are not, the student will not be 
released.  
 
For the safety of all the children, no child will be dismissed early from class, unless the parent 
comes in to pick up their child.  Failure to sign-in will result in a recorded absence. 
 
Emergency Contact Information 

It is important to provide the Religious Education Office with current Emergency Contact 
Information at all times.  In the event of an emergency, the Emergency Contact Information 
that has been provided will be used. 

Primary Contact will be the parents/guardians listed on our Information Sheet during 
registration.  Please ensure that parent/guardian information is always current as well.  If 
parents/guardians cannot be reached at the time, the alternate Emergency Contact Information 
will be used.   

 

 

 

 

 

CHANGE OF INFORMATION 
Please notify the office if you move or change any of the following information: 

 Home, work or cell phone numbers 
 Address 
 Email address 
 Emergency contact information 
 Medical issues or special need 
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PARENT COMMUNICATION 
 

At Our Lady of Grace we are here to serve the Religious Education needs of our children, youth 
and adults.  We require a working email as most of our communication between the Office 
and our parents will be in the form of an email.   

Announcements regarding parent meetings, special events, deadlines, etc. will be 
communicated to parents through the following ways:  Emails, flyers/newsletter sent home, 
Sunday bulletin/pulpit announcements, and website. 

 

PARENT MEETINGS  
 
A central aspect of the Religious Education program is preparing children to receive the 
sacraments.  Children are prepared for the reception of the sacraments of Penance, Eucharist 
and Confirmation.  This preparation involves both parents and students.  Please take care to 
take note of and attend the various parent meetings.  Please make certain your children 
involved in sacramental preparation submit the required assignments when due. 
 
There are meetings on the calendar for parents of students receiving First Penance, First Holy 
Communion, and Confirmation.  Attendance at these meetings is expected. 
 
There are also rehearsals for First Holy Communion and Confirmation, which students are 
required to attend.  

 

CUSTODY – DIVORCE/SEPARATION (will be handled confidentially) 

If parents are divorced or separated, the Religious Education Office presumes that parents have 
joint custody unless one parent provides documentation that he or she has sole custody.  It is 
important for parents to agree on custody issues that conflicts do not arise that affect the 
child’s participation in our program.  These and any personal issues may be discussed with the 
DRE so that we can support your efforts on behalf of your child.  

We acknowledge and abide by provisions made by a court of law, therefore divorce or 
separated parents must file a court certified copy of the custody section of the divorce decree.  
We will abide by the provision of this Amendment with respect to the rights of the non-
custodial parents.  In the absence of a court order to the contrary, we will provide the non-
custodial parent with access to the records and other related information regarding the child.  
It is the responsibility of the custodial parent to provide the Religious Education Office with an 
official copy of the court order and to update said copy if necessary 
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

CIRCLE OF GRACE 
PROGRAM 
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Our Lady of Grace Parish is committed to protecting its children and to supporting and helping 
families.  Every effort is taken by the parish to assure that all persons working with or near its 
children have had background checks and have attended our Compliance classes.  Learning the 
signs and symptoms of child abuse and neglect will enable our catechists to recognize when a 
family begins to show the risk factors for abuse or neglect; and perhaps be able to offer services 
or referrals to prevent the problem before a child is hurt.  The Director works with our 
Compliance Officer to educate each catechist and all volunteer staff to recognize the indicators 
of abuse and neglect, and to respond appropriately to the suspected victim.  

 We fingerprint and have a background check of all our catechist, co-catechists, and any 
other of our volunteers who are working with our program. 

 We provide the appropriate training in recognizing and reporting child/adult abuse to 
the appropriate civil and Church authorities. 

 We hold all our volunteers to the professional Code of Conduct provided by the Diocese 
of Tucson. 

 We following Arizona’s Mandatory Reporting laws. 

During Religious Education class hours, the doors of the school are monitored. This is for the 
safety of our children and our staff.   
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CIRCLE OF GRACE  -  Safe Environment Week  
The Diocese of Tucson has implemented a new program adopted from the Archdiocese of 
Omaha called the “Circle of Grace.”  The goal of the Circle of Grace program is to educate and 
empower children and young people to actively participate in a safe environment for 
themselves and others.  

As part of our Child Protection Policy, this program ensures the safety of children, young people 
and vulnerable who have been entrusted to our care in our parishes, schools, religious 
education classes and other programs.  It is intended to help children develop and awareness of 
the dignity of the human person and the integrity and holiness of the human body.  

There are diocesan-prepared CIRCLE OF GRACE lesson plans for 1st grade through high school 
which Children and Young People:  

 Will understand that they are created by God and live in the love of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 

 Will be able to describe the Circle of Grace which God gives each of us. 
 Will be able to identify and maintain appropriate physical, emotional, spiritual and 

sexual boundaries. 
 Will be able to identify all types of boundary violations 
 Will demonstrate how to take action if any boundary is threatened or violated.  

 

All the lessons are very tame and avoid any discussion of human biology or anatomy.  Some of 
the topics that will be covered are The Stoplight: Feelings, Touch, Secrets and Safety Plan; 
Boundaries, limits of our Circle of Grace and Action Plan; Internet Safety; Understanding the 
influence of the Media; Safe relationships and boundaries.   

Parents are encouraged to review any of the material that will be taught in the classroom.  All 
of the lesson plans that will be used in our classrooms may be found on the Diocese of Tucson 
website under “Call to Protect”.   

All catechetical and administration/safety team members are instructed in identifying and 
reporting suspected cases of abuse as prescribed by the Diocese of Tucson. 

NOTE:  Please ensure that your child is NOT absent during our Safe Environment 
Week, which is schedule for the Winter/Spring session.  As per the Diocese of 
Tucson, we need to ensure that all our children attend.  If your child must be 
absent, they will have to attend a “make-up” class at a later date.   
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
(520)568-4605 

Email:  religioused@maricopacatholic.org 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  


